
The Area IX Fall Meeting was 
held in the Round Top barn at the 
home of Libby Stokes, 1393 Mesa 
Ridge Lane, Castle Rock, CO.  As is 
typical, attendance was low, under 
two dozen.  The meeting was called 
to order by Dick Farmer at about 
11:30 AM on October 19, 2014.

Area Chair Report (Dick Farmer)
Dick stepped in as Chair to 

finish out the 2014 year.  The Area 
thought they had a good candidate 
that would be able to fulfill the full 3 
year term; however, after a year, 
family firm responsibilities became 
too much and the Area Chair 
resigned.  Dick was recruited to 
complete the second year.  He sent 
out an email in May introducing 
himself as the new Area Chair.  He 
has 7 weeks left now.

Dick stated the Area is healthy.  
The biggest expense coming up will be 
travel expenses to the USEA Annual 
Meeting in Fort Worth, TX.  YR 
Coordinator Marcel Dorsey, AR 
Coordinator Greg Smith, Area 
Treasurer Dan Michaels, the new 
Area Chair and Dick will be attending 
the meeting. 

Treasurer Report (Dan Michaels)
Area IX currently has a balance 

of $49,340.57.  Net income this year 
to date exceeds $5K, according to 
the attached Profit and Loss 
statement.  Young Riders had the 

most expenses and is the most 
active account.  Dan feels that there 
is too much money sitting in the 
account, and the Area needs to 
spend some of it, and it would be 
best spent to support the members.  
He would like to see half go to Young 
Riders, 1/4 to Adult Riders, and 1/4 
to Admin.  Some suggestions included 
using money to reward volunteers: 
Give them satchels with Area Logos 
filled with snacks, or baseball caps, 
for helping at events.  

Others suggested using some 
of the money to fund educational 
activities.  It was suggested that the 
Area bring in clinicians or publicize 
the $50.00 educational credit.  It was 
also suggested that an ICP workshop 
be offered by the Area.  Dan said 
that he is lacking ideas and people to 
execute.  He would like email with 
ideas to spend funds smartly.  He will 
bring this up at the USEA meeting.

Adult Rider Report (Greg Smith)
Greg is excited to have the 

position.  He thanked the organizers 
for all their hard work that has gone 
into putting on events.  He sees 
communication as the biggest 
problem facing his riders.  He is 
currently working on transferring the 
AR database so it works with the YR 
database.  All of the Area IX Adult 
riders received a polo shirt for AEC 
with the Area IX /USEA logo.  He 
would like to get a Doug Payne clinic 
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in the Area. 

Young Rider Report ( Marcel Dorsey)
Marcel struggles to get 

volunteers as well.  She would like to 
implement an educational scholarship 
of $250.00 for any YR who gives at 
least a day at a USEA Clinic or HT.
Her program is running the $50.00 
Educational Credit program again this 
year. There are 42 Junior Riders 
coming up, and 6 Young Riders.

Some rule changes have made 
it harder to qualify for NAJYRC.  All 
will have to finish a CCI to qualify. 
The Area also has it tough, as it has 
to send a full team and cannot team 
up with other Areas.  The last time 
Area IX sent a full team was 2002.  
Kids we send alone usually have good 
showings.  Madeline Backus was the 
only Area IX YR to compete at the 
NAJYRC this year.

11 YRs competed at AEC and 
each of them received an Area IX YR 
towel monogrammed with name and 
horse’s name on it.  The YRs that 
competed at Abbe Ranch, Rocky Mtn, 
Arrowhead and CHP Fall HTs received 
ribbons.  Marcel would like to get 
ribbons handed out at more events.
There were no YRs riding in the CCI at 
CHP.  Few are ready for a qualifier. 

YRs have a very active 
Facebook page, using it to promote 
upcoming events and clinics.  

The Sportsmanship Award will 
go to Shannon Lewis.

Marcel is looking into getting 
Karen O'Connor or Eric Smiley to 
instruct.  She is working with Vivien 
for a site.

Marcel is looking for a new YR 
Coordinator.  Next year is her last 
year, hoping to mentor another.  

Awards Report(Tina Leeson)
Tina stepped in mid-year.  Aliza 

Jang is calculating award winners.  
For Year-end, Area point awards have 
been finalized.  Aliza is still working 
the other awards.  No Advanced rider 
qualified for an award. 

Tina is researching the keeper 
awards and is coordinating with MSEA 
so the awards will be different.  She 
is planning on very nice ribbons for 
Year-end High Point and Reserve.  
She would like to give a baseball cap 
with Area IX logo on it to Reserve, 
and have some caps for sale as a 
fund raiser. 

The Preliminary trophy is 
missing.  Erin Jones was the last 
winner of record.  It was suggested 
that Tina get in touch with Alie to 
confirm that she does not have the 
trophy.  The donor of the missing 
Preliminary trophy has agreed to 
donate another if necessary.  The 
Area Chair can approve the purchase 
of another trophy.  It was also 
suggested that the trophy case at 
CHP be checked for the missing 
trophy.
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Nominating Committee Report (Greg 
Smith)

Greg has contacted Deeda 
Randle and Wendy Web, who are 
willing to serve as the Area IX Chair 
starting in December.  Both  have 
served before.  He also invited 3 
others but has no response.  It was 
suggested but not accepted that the 
Area Chair be from the Front Range, 
since the majority of the riders are 
from this corridor.  Demographics 
show that about 60% of the riders 
are in CO, 11% in Utah or in Wyoming 
and 6% in ID, MT, or SD. 

Organizer Report (Susan Robinson 
Farmer)

Susan handed out a calendar 
with all the USEA events listed with 
2015 dates, starting in April and 
going through November. Moqui 
Meadows would like to hold their HT 
the weekend of August 29-30, 2015.  
The Area Council will give its decision 
on the new date to Moqui Meadows as 
soon as possible. The Area Council 
has approved the Windy Wyoming HT 
move to Aug 1-2, 2015, taking the 
old Rocky Mountain HT weekend.

2014 starter stats were also 
handed out.  All Area IX events had 
fewer starts than the previous year.  
The total was 843, the average was 
84, and only the 2 CHP events had 
more than 100.  Just 7 years ago the 
average with half again as many HTs 
was 100.

 USEA does not count the Intro 
starts, as these are considered 
tests.  There was a total of 76 
Intro/Elementary entries for Area IX.
MSEA gives an Intro Trophy.  Only 2 
Intro riders had 3 or more scores.  7 
riders had 2 scores, and 40 people 
had 1 score.

MSEA-CCC (Ashley Demander) 
has agreed to host the 2015 Area IX 
Championships, except Intermediate.  
They are looking at dates in Sep or 
Oct, not to conflict with AEC.  It was 
suggested that open sections be run 
as well as Championship sections. 
Everyone agreed Spring Gulch could 
be a suitable course. 

New Business
ARC Greg Smith said that

County Saddlery has changed its 
sponsorship criteria.  He is looking 
into new ATC saddle pads.  He would
like to hold a cocktail party at his 
horse trailer for ARs at HTs that he 
attends.  He suggested that a 
feedback form be included in rider 
packets. 

Susan said that Abbe Ranch 
tried that and they got very little 
response.  Susan gets most of her 
feed back from having conversations 
with riders.  Greg is going to look into 
setting something up through Survey 
Monkey.  

It was suggested that the 
organizers in the Area discuss how 
they would support new event 
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organization or set up a mentoring 
program for new organizers.  Susan 
and Dick said that in the 70s and 80s 
they learned a lot by traveling to 
other events in old Area IV and 
watching to see what was done well 
and what wasn't. 

It was also suggested that, to 
help with the running of new events,  
the Area events share some big 
expenses like golf carts. Some of 
the new organizers have asked that a 
task list with a time line be put 
together.  There is so much to do 
that they feel this would help them to 
run successful events. 

Greg asked that anyone with 
any comments or concerns in regard 
to the new Area IX Chair should email 
or text him.

Dick presented a certificate 
for Larry & Judy Tobias for their 
organizing Aspen Ridge for 5 years. 
Unfortunately, they were not in 
attendance to receive the award.

The Area IX Fall 2014 meeting was 
adjourned at about 1:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted by:
Elizabeth Smith
Area IX Secretary

Approved by:
Dick Farmer
USEA Area IX Chair

The following were in attendance at 
the USEA Area IX Fall meeting.  
Several late arrivals and early 
departures are not listed.

Nicole Ackerman, CO Springs, CO
Aspen Ridge HT

Sarah Barnes, Louisville, CO           
Rider Volunteer

Wendy Chase, Loveland, CO           
Moqui Meadows HT

Ashley Demander, Elizabeth, CO     
CCC Spring Gulch HT

Marcel Dorsey, Greenwood Village, CO 
  YR Coordinator
Dick Farmer, Larkspur, CO           
    Area Chair
Susan Robinson Farmer, Larkspur, CO 
  Area Organizer Representative

Abbe Ranch HT
Tina Leeson, Parker, CO               
  Area Awards Chair
Dan Michaels, Hygiene, CO             

Area Treasurer
Judy Settlemire, Laramie, WY

Windy Wyoming HT
Elizabeth Smith, Castle Rock, CO    

Area Secretary
Greg Smith, Denver, CO               
    AR Coordinator
Libby Stokes, Castle Rock, CO       
  Roundtop HT
Mike Sutak, Loveland, CO             
  Moqui Meadows HT
Leslie Terry, Larkspur, CO

Volunteer
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